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Two important population cohorts that are top of mind
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Pandemic’s negative impact on education is just starting 
to show in national indicators
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Same impact at play in Veteran transition to Civilian life  
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Post secondary education industry fuels 3rd party demand and supply 
of micro data underscoring the need for Disclosure Avoidance
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Lack of knowledge and understanding of Differential Privacy 
among general public highlights the need to de-mystify DP
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Earning and Employment Statistics may be a unique use
case well suited to showcase Differential Privacy in action
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Questions / Considerations / Areas to Explore

• Referencing slide 12, can you provide examples of cell sizes of 3—50, 50-80, 80-100 
where the mean absolute error exceeds 1000 and percentile errors on the ends of 
the spectrum show upwards of 4,000 error?

Is it possible these cells could intersect with populations of historically undercounted groups? 

Are there instances of intersections with historically undercounted groups the in the PSEO tables?  

What about the equivalent table for Veteran Outcomes?
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Questions / Considerations / Areas to Explore

• Where was the other 1.5 of privacy budget spent? Can you show your work? Is this an 
intuitive example that can be used to illustrate the concept of “privacy budget” and the role 
it plays in Differential Privacy?

• What specific code is being made available to the public on Github? What are the potential 
use cases for this code? Are there any concerns regarding security?

• On slide 10, can you explain the diversions of the dotted protected CDF from the True CDF?  
Why are the discrepancies clustered from 50 and 100 on the Earnings axis?

• Can you share the values of the relative accuracy equation from slide 16 for Differential 
Privacy, evenly spaced bins and smooth sensitivity? Is DP protection method significantly 
more accurate than the other two?

• On slide 17, is there a line that represents the Differential Privacy method, as compared to 
evenly spaced bins and smooth sensitivity?


